From the Manger
to the Cross

Reflections for Lent 2020
North Ringwood Uniting Church

Introduction
When we began planning for this year’s booklet, the title came to us from a sermon by
the minister. Andy Tiver reminded us that the birth of Jesus has to happen as God’s
response to the evil and suffering of this world. It is the Light of Christ that shines in
the darkness. From the Manger to the Cross, reminds us that Christmas and Easter are
intimately connected and we felt this was a good place to start reflecting for Lent.
This year we have a treat for you – The Stations of the Cross will guide your reflections
for 14 days from 29 March to 11 April.
We are again indebted to the members at NRUC who have shared their insights,
personal reflections and prayers in the articles, and those who have been involved in
the production of this book. We pray that you will be blessed by these during the 40
days of Lent.
For your information the following abbreviations identify the various versions of Bible
Text that have been used:
ESV – English Standard Version
GNB – Good News Bible
MSG – The Message
NABRE – New American Revised Edition
NIV – New International Version
NLT – New Living Translation
RSV – Revised Standard Version

We encourage you to share this resource with family and friends. Use the following
link Nruc.org.au/lentbook to download the booklet from the NRUC website.

Pam Grant
NRUC Publications Team

Wednesday, 26 February

Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a 40 day season of fasting,
reflection, and remembrance before Holy Week and the resurrection of
Jesus on Easter Sunday. It has been a part of the Christian Calendar for
some time, so as you begin your journey though Lent, may the words of
this poem remind you of Christ’s own journey from the Manger to the Cross.
from the throne to the manger
through gates of a virgin’s womb
from the manger to the cross
from the cross beyond the tomb
from a life of truth and giving
no needy were too small or vile
man of tears acquainted with sorrow
who taught the virtue of a smile
from a lowly Bethlehem stable
his bed made among the beasts
to the temple where he taught
on the day of the great holy feast
from muddy waters of the Jordan
he walked familiar shores of Galilee
doing the sacred work of his Father
bringing light so the blind could see
from the tender Babe Of Bethlehem
adored by both shepherds and kings
to the cruel cross at Jerusalem
where salvation to all he brings
from poverty to reigning divinity
now prophet, priest and king
and if you listen with open heart
you can still hear angels sing.

12/18/2009 La Belle Rouge
Pam Grant

Prayer Father God, as we start on our journey through Lent this year, we
ask that you be with us every day, as we remember the small baby that
came into the world at Christmas and the adult man who was hung on a
cross. Amen
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Thursday, 27 February

Discomfortable Lent
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you
a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did
we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly
I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters
of mine, you did for me.’
Matthew 25:37-40 (NIV)
Traditionally Lent is a time for giving up something, in order to draw closer
to Jesus. However, if you are anything like me you find fasting difficult; I
choose to fast food, and I become hangry (that is angry because I am
hungry). Or, I give up TV and replace it with more time on my phone – not
quite what fasting is about! In recent years, I have found myself denying
myself in a different way – by taking something up! Following Jesus takes
time and in our current day, time is something that we often waste. So I
have taken something up that draws me closer to Jesus or helps me live out
the commands of Jesus.
Maybe this Lent you can:
- Read your bible more regularly,
- Spend an hour a week helping North Ringwood Care,
- Get to know your neighbours, or
- Cook a meal for a person in need.
These are all things that you can take up while denying yourself. You might
be denying yourself comfort as you talk to strangers. You may be denying
yourself free time as you choose to serve or read your bible. You may be
denying an extra treat as you spend your money for someone in need.
What is it that you can take up this Lent that will help you be more like
Jesus?
Laura Weatherall
Prayer Jesus, you ultimately denied your life so that we can live in
freedom. Help us to use that freedom to take up something that will allow
us to grow in our relationship with you or show authentic love to others so
that they too will know you. Amen
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Friday, 28 February

From where does my strength come?
For who is God besides the Lord?
And who is the Rock except our God?
It is God who arms me with strength
and keeps my way secure.
He makes my feet like the feet of a deer;
he causes me to stand on the heights.
Psalm 18:31-33 (NIV)

I consider myself blessed in many ways. There are the ordinary ways:
health, family, community … but I have also received another blessing. I
have had a very personal encounter with our God.
It was Palm Sunday 2017, the middle of one of the darkest years of my life
to date. I was at church and I was on my own. I wasn’t particularly happy,
or down for that matter. And, I wasn’t seeking anything. I wasn’t just
“going through the motions” but I wasn’t super “into it” either – you know
those days? I was participating in the worship of our community and at that
time we were singing. It was Hillsong’s “The Creed” (Our Father everlasting,
the all creating One, God Almighty …)
And that was it. I was filled with the Holy Spirit. Not in a “speaking in
tongues, go out and spread the good news” kind of way, but a lightness, an
elation, an awe, an awareness, an absolute answer to a prayer I hadn’t
even realised I was making. And, the thought that came with those very
physical sensations was:
Yes!
This!
This is my foundation. This is my rock. This is what is true.
This is what will get me through all the difficulties to come.
And it did. And it still does. And I’m still sure … this is from where I get my
strength.
Bronwyn Williams
Prayer Lord God, you are the answer to unspoken prayer. Thank you for
sharing your strength with us in extraordinary ways when we need it most.
Amen
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Saturday, 29 February

Mothers and Sons
When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing
nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple,
“Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his
home.
John 19: 26-27 (NIV)
I am blessed with three beautiful
little boys. Yes, my house is loud
and messy, all the time. Yes, I now
know more about cars, trains, and
superheroes than I ever thought I
would, but I wouldn’t have it any
other way.
I think some people pity me, or feel
like perhaps I have missed out, not
having a daughter; but I don’t think
I am missing out at all – my children are happy and healthy, and that is all I
can ask for.
How did Mary go, being mother to Jesus? No pressure at all, just raising the
boy who is the son of God, and going on to save the world. Was he a
cheeky boy who got dirty playing outside and didn’t eat his dinner? I’m sure
she would have had some good stories.
Someone said to me last year, after I had our third, that boys are very
caring and protective of their mothers. We can see this is true, even for
Jesus. Even in his final hours he was thinking of others, in particular his
mother, and making sure she would be looked after when he no longer
could.
I can only pray that my boys will care for me in a similar way, as I get
older.
Emily Fry
Prayer Jesus, thank you for mothers. Thank you for all that they do for
us and the love, care and support they provide us. I pray that we can look
out for, and protect them just like you did for Mary. Amen
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Sunday, 1 March

Travels in the Holy Land -The Scapegoat
But the goat chosen by lot as the scapegoat shall be presented alive before
the Lord to be used for making atonement by sending it into the desert as
a scapegoat.
Leviticus 16:10 (NIV)
On the road between Bethlehem and Jerusalem there is a stone seat. It
looks out over the wilderness and down to the Dead Sea. Carved in the
stone is the inscription: Thou shalt love the Lord with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and thy neighbour as thyself. The seat was placed there
in memory of the artist William Holman Hunt, by his wife, Edith. Perhaps
you’ll recall Holman Hunt’s painting The Light of the World which he
painted when he was discouraged and in spiritual crisis. That painting
transformed his life and he next went to the Holy Land to paint biblical
images. The stone seat on the road to Bethlehem looks down to where he
painted The Scapegoat.
Based on the Leviticus text above,
every year on the Day of
Atonement, a goat would have its
horns wrapped with a red cloth,
and then it would be driven from
Jerusalem’s Golden Gate out over
the Mount of Olives into the
wilderness,
never
to
return,
symbolizing taking away the sins of the people.
The writer of the letter to the Romans applied the Leviticus text about the
scapegoat to Jesus using that word ‘atonement’. Think of ‘atonement’ as
‘bringing us back to God’ through Jesus.
‘… for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified
freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God
presented him as a sacrifice of atonement …’ (Romans 3:23-25a)
Ian Hickingbotham
Meditate on the words of the song: I’m forgiven because You were
forsaken. I’m accepted, You were condemned … Amazing love, how can it
be? That You, my King would die for me?
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Monday, 2 March

A Gentle Whisper
The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of
the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” Then a great and powerful
wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD,
but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake,
but the LORD was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle
whisper.
1 Kings 19:11-12 (NIV)
Being a time of preparation for Easter, Lent is an opportunity to hear God
afresh and to listen for the gentle whisper of the Lord’s voice.
In the above passage we might all expect that God would have been heard
in the thunder, the wind or the fire; but instead God was heard in the
silence. It was not until all was quiet that Elijah heard the whisper of the
Lord’s voice.
Where are you looking for God? Are you waiting for God to come to you in
the midst of your busy, noisy lives but you cannot hear anything?
Perhaps the invitation for all of us this Lent, is to find the time and the
space to listen for God in the silence and wait for the Lord to pass by.

Andrea Long
Prayer Gracious God, in our busy lives may we find the time to sit and
listen for your still small voice in the silence. Amen
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Tuesday, 3 March

Room for Jesus through the Cross
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a
manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
Luke 2:6-7 (NIV)

There is no mention of an inn in the Christmas story, so there was no
innkeeper to say that there was “no room”. Nevertheless, there were many
people in Bethlehem as a result of the Roman census and, according to
Luke, “there was no guest room available for them”. This guest room could
have been in the home of one of Joseph’s relatives.
Consequently, Joseph and Mary quite possibly shared the main living room
in a family home, and this space also typically accommodated the family
cows and donkeys. Some homes were built in front of a low cliff face and
incorporated a cave as part of the dwelling. Hence, the belief that the
Church of the Nativity is built over a cave where Jesus was born.
Aside from the historical evidence recorded in Luke 2:7, clearly the
circumstance of Jesus birth is a metaphor of the life of Jesus.
During his ministry, we read that there was “no room” for Jesus in the
minds of his enemies…the religious hierarchy…nor the political leaders and
wealthy elite of the time.
His enemies, however, found room for Jesus on the cross, and thought they
would finally be rid of him! Little did they know that it was precisely this
act…his death on the cross and resurrection…that made room in us for
Jesus!
Is there any room for Jesus?
He Who died on Calvary,
He Who stands, knocking, waiting,
Pleading with you tenderly.
Room for Jesus, room for Jesus,
Let Him in your heart today,
Throwing every window open,
O receive Him while you may.
https://www.songandpraise.org/old-hymns/room-for-jesus-hymn.htm

Barry Stewart
Prayer Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for making room for Jesus to live
in us. Amen.
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Wednesday, 4 March

A light unto the World
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life.”
John 8:12 (NIV)
The Berliner Ferneshturm is a Television tower that was constructed
between 1965 and 1969 by the East German Government (GDR). It was
intended to be a symbol of Communist power, at a time when the GDR
actively suppressed the Church and sought to do away with religion
altogether.
Standing at some 368 metres, it remains a
landmark to this day, visible throughout the
central city and some suburban areas of
Berlin. It is the tallest structure in all of
Germany, and certainly visible as our plane
descended to land at Berlin’s Tegel Airport.
The irony of the tower is that when the sun
shines on the tiled stainless steel dome, the
reflection appears in the shape of the
Cross. It was nicknamed the luminous cross
Rache des Papstes, or the "Pope's Revenge"
by the West Berliners. In their attempts to
destroy Christ and his Church, the GDR
government only became a source of
ridicule throughout Germany.
Even in dark times Christ is a light to all,
guiding us through the gloom and despair
of the World.
Sue Duke
Prayer Jesus, You are the light of the world. Keep us following You so
that we never walk in darkness, but have the light of life to share with
others and help illuminate their path to you. Amen
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Thursday, 5 March

From the Manger to the Cross
This is what you are to look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket and lying in a
manger.
Luke 2:12 (MSG)
“Jesus loves me this I know, for the bible tells me so.” I remember singing
this song as a young child.
It all starts with baby Jesus being born and lying in a manger. The simple
birth in a stable, amidst animals and hay, smells and bugs. No midwives,
no sterile environment, no medical intervention of any kind. And, then,
wrapped in swaddling cloth and placed in a manager, he came into the
world as lowly as possible, and yet he was a king.
Jump forward thirty-three years to the crucifixion of Christ, again nothing
sterile, no medical intervention of any kind, Jesus, nailed to a cross to take
away the sins of the world.
And, it finishes with Jesus showing that he loves me (and you) so much
that he gives up his own life for us. What love he shows for each one of
us.
That manger, full of hay, would
have been made by crossing
pieces of wood at both ends.
And again, on that Cross he died;
two pieces of wood crossed one
over the other.

Trevor Vernon
Prayer Thank you Jesus, for having such a humble birth. Thank you Jesus
for all your teaching and examples throughout your life. Thank you Jesus,
for giving up your life for all the sins in the world. Amen.
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Friday, 6 March

It’s Time
That same day two of them were walking to the village Emmaus, about
seven miles out of Jerusalem. They were deep in conversation, going over
all these things that had happened. In the middle of their talk and
questions, Jesus came up and walked along with them. But they were not
able to recognize who he was.
Luke 24:13-16 (MSG)
We hear statement It’s Time being used everywhere in our daily lives,
mainly from external sources. Surely, if we want to discern and find God's
will for our lives then we need to ‘take some time with God’, and listen to
the promptings of the Spirit in our prayer, reading the Bible and in
discussion with close companions.
The story of the road to Emmaus is always a fascinating example of being
led by Jesus without realising it.
Cleopas and his companion (probably his wife) were returning home to
Damascus in darkness, despair, fear and uncertainty. Jesus was dead! It
was their time to face the darkest challenge of their lives.
It's impossible to understand the darkness and despair Jesus experienced
in the last few days before his crucifixion...the pain of knowing He was to
die, the isolation, rejection, alienation and extreme and utter physical
violence. He was soon to enter the darkness of His agonizing death,
followed by the ultimate darkness of three days dead in the tomb.
Jesus knew it was 'His time'…and our time!
So, an encounter with the stranger on the
road home initially did not impact on
Cleopas, his wife and their sadness.
But they ‘found the light of Jesus’ when
He broke bread with them. It is very
comforting to know that no darkness or
despair we may experience is unknown by
Jesus, and there is always newness and
hope because of His resurrection light.
Glenys Freeman
Prayer Dear God, we are grateful for Your gift to us of reassurance in
our personal lives, that Your light and hope will prevail out of our darkness
and confusion. We can choose to stay in ‘our tombs’ or be led by Jesus into
the light of His resurrection. Give us the courage to always trust You. Amen
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Saturday, 7 March

Who is Jesus?
“But what about you?” Jesus asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter
answered, ”You are the messiah.” Jesus warned them not to tell anyone
about him.
Mark 8:29-30 (NIV)
Who is Jesus?
The famous author, C.S. Lewis once wrote, “Either this man [Jesus] was,
and is, the Son of God; or else a madman or something worse. You can
shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you
can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any
patronising nonsense about His being a great human teacher.” Lewis was at
this time a Christian. So what do atheists say of Jesus?
Napoleon, the famous French military and political leader said, “I know men
and I tell you that Jesus Christ is no mere man. Between Him and every
other person in the world there is no possible term of comparison.
Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and I have founded empires. But on what
did we rest the creation of our genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ founded His
empire upon love; and at this hour millions of men would die for Him.”
W.E.H. Leckie the historian and atheist wrote: “The character of Jesus has
not only been the highest pattern of virtue, but the strongest
incentive in its practice, and has exerted so deep an influence, that it may
be truly said that the simple record of three years of active life has done
more to regenerate and to
soften mankind than all the
disquisitions of philosophers
and all the exhortations of
moralists.”
Who do I say he is? More
importantly what will I do
about it?
Graeme Duke
Prayer
Jesus, whoever You are, I want to know more about you. Please
reveal yourself to me and help me to get to know you better. Amen
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Sunday, 8 March

Travels in the Holy Land - Pilate’s Seat
While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this
message: “Don’t have anything to do with this innocent man, for I have
suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.” Matthew 27:19 (NIV)
Have you seen that verse before?
Pilate in the judge’s seat, deliberating,
the arrested Jesus standing before
him. A message was handed to Pilate
from his wife: “Jesus is innocent!”
What was Pilate to do? The crowds
outside were baying for Jesus’ blood
and his wife was in his ear declaring
his innocence.
Archaeological remains of Pilate’s
Pilate’s wife was Claudia Procula, who
judgement seat outside the city wall
is said to have been a granddaughter
of Augustus Caesar. She was a powerful person in her own right and she
was begging her husband to save Jesus.

What might her story have been? Had stories from Jesus’ teaching in
Galilee come to her ears? Perhaps she knew people who followed this
Jesus. Was she a secret disciple? And what was the message in the
dream she had, for indeed the dream contained a truth?
What was Pilate to do? Go against his wife or go against the people?
“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?” Pilate asked. They
all answered, “Crucify him!” “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked
Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” … Pilate took water
and washed his hands in front of the crowd, “I am innocent of this man’s
blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!” (Matthew 27:22-24)
Imagine Pilate going home that night to face his wife. What had he done …
or not done? What would you have done if you had been in Pilate’s shoes?
Ian Hickingbotham
Prayer Choices! Lord may the choices I make today be in accordance
with your will and purpose. Amen
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Monday, 9 March

We Bleed as one
Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a
sudden flow of blood and water.
John 19:34 (NIV)
Late in December 2019 a work colleague approached me about a story
from one of his First Nation Christian friends.(1) He told him about the
symbolism that the Australian flag had for a number of Aboriginal
Christians. When I quizzed him further he told me that his friend said that
the flag contained two crosses in it. There was one for those with a
colonialist past and one for First Nation people.
The first was the Union Jack cross,
which many from Anglo-backgrounds
would be familiar with.
The second was
the
Southern
Cross,
which
had five stars. There are the four stars that make
up the cross and the fifth smaller star within the
cross, which represents where the sword pierced
Jesus’ Side.
This symbolism represents the pain that Jesus suffered on Calvary, and
many First Nation people identify with that pain through their own
experience. But the symbolism also represents opportunity for
reconciliation.
Jesus has reconciled us with God through the Cross. The “God who
contracted himself to a span” (2) in a manger bore the pain on the cross so
we can be reconciled and be as one with him.
(1)
Used with permission.
(2) John Wesley hymn - Let heaven and earth combine.

Barry Turner
Prayer Lord, I pray for a reconciled world through your son. May the
wounds he bore be used to bleed as one together in your name. Amen
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Tuesday, 10 March

Close to God
When it was time, he sat down, all the apostles with him, and said, “You’ve
no idea how much I have looked forward to eating this Passover meal with
you before I enter my time of suffering. It’s the last one I’ll eat until we all
eat it together in the kingdom of God.”
Luke 22:14-16 (MSG)
A class of 7 year-olds was asked about a time when they felt close to God,
by former Jesuit priest Michael McGirr. Here are some of their responses.
"I feel close to God when I remember hugging my dad and saying bye to
my mum."
"I feel close to God when I play a footy match against a team and
everyone is so happy."
"I feel close to God when someone is crying I go to help them and I feel
special."
These children have given us beautiful examples of God being a natural part
of their everyday lives.
"There, where you are you will find God." (St Mary of the Cross MacKillop).
When are the times in your life when you have felt close to God? Is it
triggered by a special event, by being in nature, by being around those
whom we love, or does it sometimes just come from unexpected places in
most surprising ways?

Image Patti Rokus: Used with permission

I wonder how Jesus' disciples would
have answered that question.
How
did they feel being close to Jesus, and
especially at the last supper? Was this
meal any different than any other they
shared together...with food, intimate
conversation, friendship and then
prayer? I wonder if they realised the
significance of this time. Did they
sense that the profound words Jesus
uttered would be his last to the chosen
twelve?
Glenys Freeman

Prayer Dear God, Help me to prayerfully be aware of Your nearness to
me in my everyday life. To acknowledge the surprising ways that You reveal
Your love and grace to me and to be grateful for these times of nourishment
and growth. Amen
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Wednesday, 11 March

A Quest for Perfection
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
Romans 8:1 (NIV)

Those teachings of Jesus known as the ‘Sermon on the Mount’ (Matthew
Chapters 5-7) present a challenge. In fact they seem plain impossible to
keep.
 “If someone strikes you on
one cheek, turn the other to
them also.”
 “Anyone who is angry with
his brother is subject to
judgement.”
 “Love your enemies. Pray for
those who persecute you.”
 “Be perfect therefore, just as
your Heavenly Father is
perfect.”
There seems to be no other way
of interpreting these teachings other than as they are stated.
The Russian author Tolstoy took the teachings literally; he sold his estate
and freed his serfs, wore peasant clothes and worked in the fields.
However, he was in constant turmoil because of his inability to attain the
degree of perfection, which these ideals called for.
Like Tolstoy, we will never measure up to the ideals of the gospel “for all
have sinned and fall short…” but because of Easter we are judged not by
our own righteousness, but rather by the righteousness of the Christ who
lives in us.
What a debt of gratitude we owe!
Geoff Johnson
Prayer Lord Jesus, thank you for taking care of our sin when you died on
the cross. We acknowledge your sacrifice, and we believe in the power of
the resurrection. Amen
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Thursday, 12 March

Loving the stranger
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will
reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
Matt 25:37-40 (NIV)
In Australia, we talk about “dole bludgers and professional beggars”. In
India, they blame Karma and Caste. In the USA, they blame the individual:
the American dream “If you work hard enough you can make it”, i.e. if you
don’t make it, it is your fault!
These statements and philosophies are often used to excuse lack of action
on poverty, and to alienate as ‘other’ people dealing with hard times.
Jesus told a story in Matthew 25 which challenges us to look at the world in
a different way – and to work actively to support and help everyone.
So, the big challenge – how do we implement this call to action this Easter
as we reflect on the life, death and resurrection of Christ? Do we hand
money to every person who asks? This is largely understood to be an
uneven and impractical way to help. However, this should not stop us
treating each person in need as a fellow child of God and engage with them
in a way which demonstrates God’s love of them. If this involves providing
some cash, food, clothing or accommodation, and you can, then great.
But, also, our government manages these care processes on our behalf, so
we should encourage our elected leaders to demonstrate care and respect
for everyone. If our country is to be considered to operate on Christian
values, then this needs to be visible in the way we deal with the people in
most need.
“Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.”
Jim Davies
Prayer Dear God, Please help us to love as Jesus taught us, showing
compassion and empathy to everyone we meet. Amen
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Friday, 13 March

Feeding trough to death on a cross
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ
Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God
something to be used to his own advantage.
Philippians 2:5-6 (NIV)
Of the four Gospels, Luke is the only one to use the term “manger”, which
refers to a feeding trough for cattle and donkeys. Typically, this was a
depression in the floor of the living room adjacent to a lower level where
the animals were kept safe at night and provided warmth for the family.
It vexes me that the Christmas story is celebrated on a myth that Mary
allegedly arrived in Bethlehem with the birth of her child imminent. This is
a ludicrous misapprehension…God planned Jesus’ birth, life and death to a
tee as evidenced in the prophetic writings! Moreover, angels declared to
the shepherds and pointed to a sign…a baby would be found lying in a
manger! Doubtless the parents made the baby’s crib comfortable with
straw and blankets, but the first bed of the long-awaited Messiah was
nothing but a common feeding trough…and it was no accident!
Later, when Jesus began his ministry, he
called followers to expect no better bed
than him. Someone on the road called out
to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”
And Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and
birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no
place to lay his head.” (Luke 9: 57-58 NIV)
Thus, Jesus carried the “manger” into his
ministry. He was not only born in a feeding trough but “emptied himself,
by taking the form of a servant”. (See Philippians 2:6-8 NIV)
The road to Calvary did not get any easier…from Word (in the beginning
with God and was God) to feeding trough…to death on the cross…this is
how our God fulfills promises… this is how our God saves!
Barry Stewart

Prayer Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for your grace and graciousness
for our comfortable beds. Make us aware of people sleeping “rough” in our
midst…those suffering anxiety, fear, pain and anguish…and let us be your
servants to them. Amen.
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Saturday, 14 March

Jesus, the Light of the World
“the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in
the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”
Matthew 4:16 (NIV)
On Australia Day, Andy shared with our congregation an image from the
book, I Never Saw Another Butterfly. It is a book of drawings and poems
written by children from the Terezin Concentration camp in 1942-1944.

Viewing the image on the screen, I was moved by the image that was
shown. There was the deepest, darkest black night with a boat gliding on
the blackest of seas, symbolic of the despair, loneliness and loss that can
envelope our lives. But beyond the oppression, we see a candle burning;
A LIGHT, A HOPE
A WAY FORWARD
The candle beckons us forward, to come and seek and be guided out of the
darkness. And, as I am drawn to the Light I am reminded that it is Jesus
who is the Light of the World, beckoning me forward and out of the
darkness.
Glenys Waters
Prayer Dear Lord, we pray for those close to us that they too can see
your candle burning and know that you are the Light of the world. Amen
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Sunday, 15March

Travels in the Holy Land – The Well
Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but
whoever drinks the water I give will never thirst again. Indeed the water I
give will become a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
John 4:13-14 (NIV)
N.B. John 4:5-42 is the Gospel reading set for today.

A woman, a foreigner, a
despised
Samaritan
came to Jacob’s well at
noon. Burning sun high
in the sky. The other
women
would
go
together to the well in
the cool of the morning.
She was not acceptable
to the women of the
village.
Alone.
Jesus
came to her and spoke
with her.
He restored
her dignity and gave her a future and a hope.
You’ll need to read the whole story.
Look into this painting of the scene. What do you see? It was painted by
the artist, Sieger Koder, a captured German foot-soldier during WWII who
became a prisoner of war. He became the woman at the well. Dejected.
After the war he became a priest. His paintings speak of the darkness he
had lived through and his encounter with Jesus.
As the woman looks into the well she not only sees her own reflection.
Turn the painting upside down. Can you see it? There is also the
reflection of Jesus. Koder is telling his own story, being met by Jesus.
The Orthodox strand of Christianity has given this woman a name: Photini.
Photini means ‘equal to the apostles’.
Ian Hickingbotham
Prayer
Lord I seek to enter this day with the expectation that in the
present moments of this day I will discover divine moments. Amen
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Monday, 16 March

Cordova The third way – Part 1
But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man was; and when he
saw him took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine.
Luke 10:33-34 (NIV)
In an interview Steve Stone, Pastor of Heartsong Church in Cordova,
Memphis, Tennessee, spoke about his Church's welcome and their
relationship to a local Muslim community who were building a Mosque next
door to the church. As the mosque was not finished for Ramadan the
church allowed them to use their celebration centre (Church) for prayer.
They had been talking with each other from the moment the Muslim
community joined the neighborhood. They were not enemies or strangers,
but neighbours, acquaintances, and friends. When they asked if they could
use Heartsong’s space, Heartsong felt honoured because they knew the
Mosque
would
never have asked
if they thought
the answer might
possibly
have
been ‘No’. This
spoke volumes of
the quality of the
neighbourly love
shared for almost
two years by the two communities.
The parable of the Samaritan came to mind for Steve. It was a response
grounded in love and a commitment to follow Jesus. Jesus chose as a hero
the one who was despised. The decision to support the mosque was
grounded in the nature and mission of the church.
Barry Turner
Prayer Dear Lord, help us to identify those who are despised, as you
were despised and feared by the powers at birth and in your death, and
walk with them in their journey. Amen
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Tuesday, 17 March

Cordova, the Third Way – Part 2
Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s
servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) Jesus
commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the
Father has given me?”
John 18:10-11 (NIV)
When CNN aired the story
of the church and the
mosque,
the
segment
showed the fellowship and
friendship
between
the
congregations.
It
also
showed
the
love
and
respect that the Pastor,
Steve Stone (L) and Imam,
Bashar Shala (R) had for
one another. The segment
moved many to tears.
Two days after the CNN
segment was viewed, Pastor Steve got a phone call from the other side of
the world, from a room full of Muslim men calling from Kashmir in Pakistan
(one of the most conflicted places in the world).
They said that they had seen the segment on CNN. There was a long
silence over the phone, and then one of the men said, “I think God is
speaking to us through that Pastor.” Another said, “How could we ever kill
those people?" Another said that he went to a small Christian Church near
the mosque and washed it clean with his Muslim hands. “And now we will
protect that little Christian Church because of what you did".
The followers at Heartsong Church simply followed Jesus’ teaching to
welcome and love their neighbours.
Link to an interview https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYembGqZF94
Barry Turner
Prayer Lord, from the Cradle to the grave you have shown us the way of
the kingdom. Help us to discern your spirit in the decisions that we make.
Amen
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Wednesday, 18 March

Reflecting on Judas
Then Jesus said, “I chose the twelve of you, but one is a devil.” He was
speaking of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, one of the Twelve, who would
later betray him.
John 6:70-71 (NLT)
Judas, a key character in the crucifixion. Often Judas is one we criticize,
one we question, “how could he do that?” Yet, when I read the story of
Judas, I see that he,
like the other disciples,
was a devout follower
of Jesus. He went
through the process of
growing with Jesus,
watching him perform
miracles, worshipping
Him. Yet, somewhere
something
went
wrong. The devil got
ahold of Judas’ heart
and Judas, despite all
he knew of Jesus, still
made a choice to turn his back on him, leading to the ultimate betrayal.
How often do we turn our back on Jesus? We may not be quite as outgoing
as Judas was that day, but we still do it. How often do we put our own
desires above following Jesus? Or choose to go our way when clearly God
is directing us another way? This Lent, spend time reflecting on when
you’ve been like Judas and made a choice to turn your back on Jesus,
forgetting what He did for you on the cross. How can you be obedient to
him today?
Laura Weatherall
Prayer Hey Jesus, thank you for loving us, even when we fail you. Help
us to not have Judas moments but to be more obedient to you and what
you are asking from us. Amen
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Thursday, 19 March

From the Crib to the Cross
A child is born to us! A son is given to us! And he will be our ruler. He will
be called, “Wonderful Counselor,” “Mighty God,” “Eternal Father,” “Prince
of Peace.”
Isaiah 9:6 (GNB)
In Sieger Koder’s painting “God with us”, depicting
the Nativity scene, he has incorporated the
internal wooden beams of the stable. In her
commentary on this work, “The Closeness of God”
Sr Gemma Simmonds says,
“A happy Christmas scene – a comforting fairy tale
for children, but above mother and child loom the
cross beams of the stable. The crib and cross bear
his name: Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.
Are we witnessing a birth or a death?
What is born when Jesus came into the world?
What has to die?”
Koder’s interpretation gives a realistic picture of
the birth of Jesus, cradled lovingly in His mother’s
arms, in such a humble dwelling.
But this painting is complex and unsettling, as
being more than the emotional feel good story of a
lovely new baby’s birth. The artist invites us to
explore the whole picture, yes, a joyful scene, but
a hard factual reality that this was the start of
Jesus’ end story.
Those words inscribed on the crib would also appear over the head of the
crucified Christ.
The helplessness and powerlessness of a human birth that was necessary
for the fulfillment of God’s Greatest Love Gift to His World.
Sr Gemma goes on to say. “By living our human life to the full, Jesus
transforms death into life, human weakness into divine strength. The crib
and the cross are one.”
Glenys Freeman
Prayer We adore you, O Christ, and we praise You, because by Your life
and Your death, You have redeemed the world. (Sr Gemma Simmonds)
From the crib to the cross we know that You are our ‘Prince of Peace’.
Thank God for this reassurance. Amen
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Friday, 20 March

Unexpected Discovery
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.
John 3:17 (NIV)
Have you ever stumbled on a surprising discovery that turned your world
upside down, but in a good way? I had such an experience a couple of
weeks ago.
Over recent years the National Health Safety Council and the States’ Health
Department have developed a clever system to identify (and publish rates
of) hospital errors. Its purpose is sensible: discourage doctors and nurses
from making avoidable mistakes when caring for patients like you and me.
What I recently discovered to my astonishment is that they have, without
knowing it, designed a complex system that does the opposite: it identifies
how often doctors and nurses rescue patients from unavoidable
consequences of their illness and unavoidable side effects of their treatment
(which are far more common than true errors). In order to reduce harm to
patients they will need to change direction and encourage hospitals to seek
and identify more of these ‘complications’ rather than penalise them for
rescuing sick patients from more severe illness.
Nicodemus thought (like many of us) that the way to sort out his life and get
right with God was to obey the rules, the Law. The more rules the better,
they thought. The Pharisees forgot that the Law was meant to remind us of
our inability to keep it and drive us to God, who freely offers to forgive, love,
and rescue us from ourselves. Jesus turned Nicodemus’ understanding
upside down. Jesus offers to rescue us from the complications of our own
fatal weakness – selfishness – and restore us to life. The question remains:
Will I be honest enough to admit my mistakes and accept His solution?

Graeme Duke
Prayer
Heavenly Father. I am sorry I keep forgetting to do what I should
do and doing what I know I shouldn’t. Please forgive me. Please rescue me.
I put my trust in you. Amen
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Saturday, 21 March

Two hymns that still mean a lot
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us…
There they crucified Him...
Saying this, she turned and saw Jesus…

John 1:14 (RSV)
John 19:18 (RSV)
John 20:14 (RSV)

My mother used to love to sing me to sleep. At Christmas time, it was
always “Away in a manger” and, at Easter time, “There is a green hill far
away”.
I knew them off by heart;
they have always seemed to
go together, somehow.
Of course, without the birth
of Jesus at Christmas,
Easter could not have
happened. Without Good
Friday and Easter Sunday,
Christmas would never have
been a story everyone
hears about (even if the
meaning isn’t understood).
Jesus was born in a stable, lived the start of his life as a refugee, then he
lived his life mostly unremarkably until he was about 30 years old. Then, the
reason for His birth gradually unfolded. Even more starkly His dreadful
death came to pass and the truly amazing Resurrection. After that, a few
more lessons were taught to the disciples and then the Ascension.
We sing that we are “to try his works to do”. Jesus did the main thing, we,
of course cannot do that, but, we can help Him carry on what he did whilst
physically on this earth.
Anne Newman
Prayer Heavenly Father, thank you so much for your plan to save us from
our sins. Thank you, Jesus, because You were obedient “even unto death”.
Thank you, Holy Spirit for helping us to do what Jesus would have done.
Amen.
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Sunday, 22 March

Travels in the Holy Land - Still Waters
He leads me beside still waters, he restores my soul.

Psalm 23:2 (RSV)
N.B. Psalm 23 is the psalm set for today, the fourth Sunday in Lent.

The photo depicts the
original still waters that
David had in mind as he
wrote this psalm.
It’s a
gorge called Ain Fara,
situated between Jerusalem
and Jericho.
Amidst a
barren land there is this
spring.
Shepherds would
bring to these still waters
their sheep to quench their
thirst. Surely David, when
he was a shepherd, would have brought his sheep to these still waters. In
that place David realized important life issues.
Evelyn Underhill said we spend most of our lives conjugating three verbs:
to want, to have and to do. Has conjugating those verbs in your life led
you to the still waters, restoring your soul?
Note David’s words: “He leads me beside still waters, he restores my soul.”
David’s sheep wouldn’t have found their way to these still waters without
him as shepherd. In that place David reflected upon the role of the Lord as
Shepherd leading him beside still waters, restoring his soul. He realized he
needed The Good Shepherd.
To want, to have and to do are significant in our lives, but there is
something else that transcends those three verbs and that’s to obey the
voice of The Good Shepherd, the one who leads us beside still waters, the
one who restores our souls.
Ian Hickingbotham
Prayer Lord, let me not rise from these reflections to spend the rest of
the day in forgetfulness of You. Rather from these moments of quietness
may I realize your guiding my life throughout this day. Amen
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Monday, 23 March

Can you see clearly now?
We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters
into the inner place behind the curtain.
Hebrews 6:19 (ESV)
Do you remember the song by Johnny Nash I can see clearly now? The first
few lines – I can see clearly now the rain is gone, I can see all obstacles in
my way, Gone are the dark clouds that had me blind…I recalled this song
recently after we had replaced the solar film on our front windows, which
had become crazed over time. At the same time, having decided I would
no longer climb up a ladder to clean the top level windows I had engaged a
professional window cleaner.
For two days it was wonderful – I could see clearly the view to Mt
Dandenong, which was almost picture perfect. The only obstacles were the
power and phone cables cutting through the view.

Then we had the ‘dirty rain’ storm; there was not a lot to see clearly
through the windows. I knew ‘clean rain’ would let me see the view again,
but the obstacles were still there. Like those that occur from time to time
that stop us from seeing God clearly – too busy, too tired, etc.; are these
the obstacles referred to in the song? The dark clouds of the cross could
have us blind; but the light that came into the world in the manger can
help us see God more clearly.
What enables you to see God more clearly – the manger or the cross?
Pam Grant
Prayer…Lord, please help me to remove the obstacles in my way that stop
me from seeing you clearly and enable me to live a life that honours you
and your journey from the manger to the cross. Amen
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Tuesday, 24 March

What is the meaning of Life?
And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love mercy and
walk humbly with your God.
Micah 6:8 (NIV)

I have taken a lot for this piece from The Age (27 January) article by Ross
Gittins, the Economics Editor. In his comment Ross talks a lot about what
we wrongly believe is our purpose in life. Is it the accumulation of wealth,
power or prestige? Or, is it something simpler?
Do we want to find some purpose and meaning in our lives? Ross cites an
article by Steve Taylor (Psychology Senior Lecturer, Leeds Beckett
University). In his analysis he talks to people who have what he calls
‘suffering – induced transformational experiences’. A loss of a loved one, a
disability, losing one through addiction. What Mr Taylor says of these
people is that they felt ‘woken up’. They stopped taking people, beauty,
and nature for granted; became less materialistic and more altruistic.
Possessions and careers became less important while love, and creativity
more so. They felt intensely alive.
The Editorial in The Age for the previous day (Australia Day, 26 January)
stated that according to the OEDC Australia is ranked near the top in our
sense of community. We have excellent healthcare, education, jobs, green
areas, and clean water. Yet statistics say that while this is good for some,
many of our fellow Australians missed out. An Indigenous baby born in
2018 is likely to die 8.6 years earlier than non-indigenous. As they get
older they are more likely to commit suicide, or go to prison. This must be
addressed and their voice must be heard. What would Christ have us do?
To do as he did, walk beside the marginalised, to give a voice to the
voiceless. Do we feel ‘woken enough’ to intentionally reach out to the less
fortunate, and see our shared journey as Micah did?
Bruce Jacobs
Prayer Heavenly father let us be aware of our blessings and ensure that
we acknowledge them coming from you. . But a blessing needs to be acted
upon. Give us the courage to share it with our neighbour as you have
commanded. Amen
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Wednesday, 25 March

On the Lord’s Team
The Lord is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life – of whom shall I be afraid?
Psalm 27:1 (KJV)

Rev. Andy‘s sermon on Sunday, 26 January was based on the above
passage. Throughout his message Andy referred to…
The Lord is my light and salvation – whom shall I fear?
The word fear has been on my mind since then. To me ‘fear’ can include a
range of feelings, from being absolutely scared, frightened, to being
anxious and/or nervous about whatever.
If, in one’s life, you often, or even occasionally, experience ‘fear’, does that
mean one does not see our Heavenly Father as the light and salvation and
in whom one can trust? I certainly hope not.
The dictionary definition of fear includes an unpleasant emotion caused by
anticipation or awareness of danger, or a state marked by emotion, or
being afraid, or profound reverence and awe, especially towards God. The
latter has been part of my upbringing.
I believe during Jesus’ life as one of us, he would also have been faced
with the full range of the ‘fear’ definition, notably during Jesus’ forty days
of temptation by the devil and importantly during the time of his betrayal,
arrest, kangaroo court trial and crucifixion.
John 10:10 (NIV) says, “The thief (devil) comes only to steal and kill and
destroy; I (Jesus) have come that they may have life, and have it to the
full”.
Fred Tuininga
Prayer Heavenly Father teach and help us live to the full to fulfil the
purpose which you have for each of us and in doing so may we see you as
our light and salvation. Amen
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Thursday, 26 March

The Angry Christ?
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations baptising them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”.
Matthew 28:19 (NIV)
This call of Jesus is for the church to make disciples, to share the good
news to the world; having compassion for others as our number one
priority. Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 1:18 (CEB), for the message of
the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but it is the power of
God to us who are being saved.
It has been costly for many of Jesus’ proclaimers. Archbishop Romero of
El Salvador met a very violent end when advocated on behalf of his
martyred priests.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the famous martyred theologian, reminds us that
following Christ requires costly grace, which must be sought again and
again. He claims cheap grace is not part of discipleship. But too many
Christians chose that standard!
This picture of Christ by Filipino artist Lino
Pontebon, is a statement pointing out injustice,
greed, suffering and evil in his country. This is
why Jesus is depicted as being “angry”.
Bonhoeffer sums it up – “only a person totally
committed in discipleship can experience the
message of the cross. The cross is there, it
only has to be picked up; there is no need to
go out and look for a cross for one’s self”.

John U’Ren
Prayer Living God, at this Lent time, give us courage and compassion so
we can embrace costly grace to be faithful disciples of Jesus. Amen.

Reflections for Lent 2020 – North Ringwood Uniting Church

Page 32

Friday, 27 March

God’s real truth shines through.
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.”
John 14:6 (NIV)
Someone gave me a card one day; it really made me think. It said…When
you strip away all the tinsel and glitter…God’s real truth shines through.
When we think of Christmas, we usually have plans of how we will
celebrate Advent, and we have certain types of decorations which we
display during this season. This often includes a Christmas tree.
Have you ever seen that same Christmas tree thrown out in the New
Year…tossed onto the nature strip to be discarded? It makes you think
what a fickle world we live in.
Every year, as we enter the season of Lent, we focus on what Jesus
achieved; how he taught us and showed us examples of how we should be
living. He turned things upside down, did things differently, ruffled
feathers, and finally took the punishment for me and for you.

He took it all to the
cross…
but there is
nothing
glittery about that!

Trevor Vernon
Prayer Lord, help us to focus on what it is that you want to say to us
each day during this time of Lent. Amen
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Saturday, 28 March

Finding a way home
Then Jesus went with them to a garden called Gethsemane and told his
disciples, “Stay here while I go over there and pray.” Taking along Peter
and the two sons of Zebedee, he plunged into an agonizing sorrow. Then
he said, “This sorrow is crushing my life out. Stay here and keep vigil with
me.”
Matthew 26:36-38 (MSG)
The ravages of the storm and dry winter wreaked
havoc on the bush. As I walked along the path, the
fallen branches and weak young trees seemed like
dominoes that had been tossed around. There was
suddenly nowhere to walk safely on the path, so I
stopped and surveyed my options.
I looked up and saw strong sturdy trees that were
there before I was born and would be there after I
died. They were solid reminders of God’s Grace
and dependability in all the storms of life. I looked
again where my next step would be and found a
way through the path of chaos, just focusing on
one step at a time.
Jesus prayed to His Father in many outdoor settings but this time in the Garden of
Gethsemane, it seemed different to His disciples. Jesus seemed to need solitude,
yet their support, as He moved aside to speak with His Father, and prepare for
‘going home’. Yet even in the midst of Jesus’ fervent praying, His disciples fell
asleep, unaware of the significance.
Then Jesus was arrested and taken away. I wonder how His followers felt leaving
the garden? Would there be a way forward from this? Would the light shine the
next day out of such a place of darkness, despair and fear that engulfed them?
Jesus’ final act of peacemaking in the Garden was to heal the soldier’s ear after it
had been severed off. What seemed hopeless, was not. In this last act Jesus
teaches us to trust in God even when there is no obvious way forward; it is an act
of hope.
Glenys Freeman
Prayer Dear God, sometimes I am swamped by challenges that seem to
engulf me so that I am unsure which way to turn. Please help me to be
open to the ongoing teaching of Jesus in my life and with courage and
hope, seek His way forwards. Amen
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Sunday, 29 March

a.m.

Introduction to Stations of the Cross
Early in Christian history, Jerusalem became a place of pilgrimage for
Christians. From about the 6th Century pilgrims visiting Jerusalem would
seek to recreate the journey that Jesus took to the cross on his final day;
this journey around the old city became known as the via Dolorosa (the
way of suffering). Over time traditions were built up about where the
various events, accounted in the passion narratives of the Gospels, took
place and these became stops (or stations) for prayer and devotion. There
were also legendary elements such as when a woman named Veronica,
was moved with compassion at Jesus suffering, gave him her veil to wipe
his forehead. When Jesus handed it back to her it miraculously had the
image of Jesus’ face on it.
In the 15th Century the Franciscan friars began to recreate, through
painting and sculpture, pilgrim circuits in other places for the devotional
practice of remembering the events of Christ’s passion, especially on Good
Friday. The practice has persisted into the present, especially within the
Roman Catholic tradition. The practice of the Stations of the Cross has
increasingly become an ecumenical celebration and in recognition of this
the Catholic Church introduced a form of the devotion more aligned with
the biblical accounts called the scriptural way of the cross.
The following readings and prayers follow this pattern. Rather than reading
them through on Good Friday, you are invited to read one each day, and
reflect and focus your prayer around these key events in Jesus’ journey to
the cross.

Andy Tiver
Prayer Most High, glorious God, enlighten the darkness of my heart and
give me true faith, certain hope, and perfect love, sense and knowledge,
Lord, that I may carry out Your holy and true command. Amen. [A Prayer
attributed to St Francis].

Reflections for Lent 2020 – North Ringwood Uniting Church

Page 35

Sunday, 29 March

p.m.

Jesus Prays in the Garden of Olives
Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed
him. On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall
into temptation.” He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt
down and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet
not my will, but yours be done.” An angel from heaven appeared to him
and strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly,
and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.
Luke 22:39-44 (NIV)

This garden on the Mount of Olives, known as Gethsemane (“oil press”),
was a familiar place of retreat and solitude for Jesus and his disciples. As
murderous opposition mounts against Jesus this familiar place becomes a
place of anguish and decisions. Jesus’ mission appears to have been
defeated, at this moment of crisis his friends have fallen asleep, another
has gone out into the dark night of betrayal, and the murderous plans of
the Jerusalem elite have been settled. For Jesus this darkest moment
becomes not surrender to fear and flight, but surrender into the
faithfulness of God; “not my will, but yours be done”.

Andy Tiver
Prayer Faithful God, be present with us in times of danger and anxiety,
help us to see beyond feelings of senseless chaos, into the depths of your
promised fidelity to us. Give us the courage to surrender our wills to your
desired will for us. Amen
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Monday, 30 March

Jesus is betrayed by Judas
and Arrested
As soon as Judas arrived, he went up to Jesus and said, “Rabbi!” and
kissed him. So they arrested Jesus and held him tight.
Mark 14:45-46 (GNT)

Lord, what greater pain than betrayal by an intimate. The one with whom
you shared so much, Lord. Those times when laughter passed between you
and your friend, when you leaned forward together to dip a crust into the
same dish or share a cup. The confidences that you had shared, the
dreams and hopes that had bound you in solidarity, and now...
Lord what greater pain than
betrayal by an intimate. We
are your children Lord, you
know us inside and out, you
have the hairs of our head
numbered, and you knew us
even as we were being knit
together in the womb. Like a
dog among the sheep your
love has mustered us along
the path of life, then caught
up in our overgrown sense of
self, we betray you, and
now...
Lord what greater pain than
betrayal by an intimate.

French Relief 1264-88 held in The Met Fifth Avenue

Forgive us Lord.

Andy Tiver
Prayer

Look, the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. Amen
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Tuesday, 31 March

Jesus is Condemned to Death
Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: “We heard
him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with human hands and in three
days will build another, not made with hands.’” Yet even then their
testimony did not agree. Then the high priest stood up before them and
asked Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that
these men are bringing against you?” But Jesus remained silent and gave
no answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son
of the Blessed One?” “I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man
sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of
heaven.” The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more
witnesses?” he asked. “You have heard the blasphemy. What do you
think?” They all condemned him as worthy of death.
Mark 14:57-64 (NIV)

Jesus stands before Pilate, accused of
crimes he hasn’t committed. He
stands in solidarity with all those who
have been accused falsely, the weak
and vulnerable against whom the
powerful have trumped up charges,
and those who in the calculus of the
powerful have become expendable.
Here we see Jesus condemned, and
yet he is the same one who will be
“sitting at the right hand of the Mighty
One and coming on the clouds of
heaven.”
As
Jesus
enters
into
solidarity with victims, he is also the
embodiment of the justice of God.
Andy Tiver
Prayer Lord in your innocence you stood condemned, give us the courage
to stand with all who are unjustly condemned, as we place our hope in
your coming kingdom of justice and righteousness. Amen
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Wednesday, 1 April

Jesus is Denied by Peter
Peter ... began to curse and swear: “I do not know this man about whom
you are talking.” And immediately a cock crowed a second time. Then
Peter remembered the word that Jesus had said to him: “Before the cock
crows twice you will deny me three times.” He broke down and wept.
Mark 14:71-72 (NABRE)

Peter, petros, the rock!
Well you did not prove to be very solid this time rocky.
When you are counted among the friends of Jesus,
you squirm, and wiggle, and sneak away
When they spot you as one of the Galileans’ followers
you curse and swear,
as if to distance yourself from his goodness.
Peter, petros, the rock!
Well you did not prove to be very solid this time rocky.
When the cock crows you realize your denunciation
you break down, the weight of denial crushing you
When the rooster sounds the hour
your tears flow,
the shame of you fickleness smarts like salt in a wound
Peter, petros, the rock!
Well you did not prove to be very solid this time rocky.
You don’t yet know it ...
But there is life beyond death,
there is hope beyond despair
there is forgiveness beyond denial
in another time and place you will get another chance
and in the power of Christ you will be unbreakable, rocky.
Andy Tiver
Prayer Lord give us the courage to stand strong as your faithful
witnesses, and when we fail, forgive us, and give us the strength to stand
again. Amen
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Thursday, 2 April

Jesus is handed over to Pilate
“Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate,
knowing it was out of self-interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus
over to him. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate
release Barabbas instead. “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the
king of the Jews?” Pilate asked them. “Crucify him!” they shouted. “Why?
What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the
louder, “Crucify him!”
Mark 15:9-14 (NIV)

It is religious authority and the power of the state that combined to free
Barabbas and hand Jesus over for crucifixion. The Chilean theologian Pablo
Richard observes that it is often “theological violence that makes political
violence possible”. Those with religious authority intentionally misname
Jesus and his good news as blasphemy, which makes it possible for the
Roman state to kill Jesus. How often have we committed theological
violence, naming women as subservient, the earth as exploitable, those
who work for peace as traitors, or those who seek justice for the poor as
subversive?
Andy Tiver
Prayer Lord help us to stand up for truth and to call out lies, help us to
use the full breadth and depth of the gospel to discern the truth, help us to
reflect deeply on how we name others, especially those with whom we do
not agree or may not like and that the language we use does not make
them vulnerable to hatred or violence. Amen
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Friday, 3 April

Jesus is Scourged
and Crowned with Thorns
“The soldiers took Jesus into the palace (called Praetorium) and called
together the entire brigade. They dressed him up in purple and put a crown
plaited from a thornbush on his head. Then they began their mockery:
“Bravo, King of the Jews!” They banged on his head with a club, spit on
him, and knelt down in mock worship.
Mark 15:16-19 (MSG)

As we contemplate the brutalities and torture endured by Jesus we feel
strong emotions, the more deeply we contemplate the suffering he
endured the stronger and more varied our emotions. The crown of thorns,
the blows, the spitting, the shame of forced nakedness, the abandonment
... We feel grief, anger, sadness, hurt, impotence, shame, guilt. Paul tells
us clearly that the church is the living body of Christ in the world. What
Jesus endured in Jerusalem, many of our sisters and brothers in Christ
(those who are part of our own body) continue to experience as they are
persecuted
for
their
faith,
silenced because
of their Gospel
proclamation or
targeted
because
they
seek to live out
the
gospel
values
of
concern for the
Image: Kate Sweatman
poor and lowly. Do we feel grief, anger,
sadness, hurt, impotence, shame, guilt?
Andy Tiver
Prayer Lord as we contemplate your humiliation and suffering, may we
also become aware of the continued suffering of your body, the church in
the world. Lord guide us in how we can stand beside brothers and sisters in
Christ who suffer and are persecuted because of their faith. Amen
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Saturday, 4 April

Jesus Carries His Cross
And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and
put his own clothes on him. And they led him out to crucify him.
Mark 15:20 (NIV)

Lord this has been a long day,
A day of suffering and humiliation
the mockery, the thornbush crown, the forced nakedness,
the blows, the stripes of the whip
and now you must carry the cross
Lord across your shoulders,
the weighty burden of this heavy wood
the instrument of your own brutal execution
the cursed tree,
and now you must carry
the gnarled label screaming criminal
Lord you are labelled criminal
It makes it easier for your executioners
Now there is a reason to treat you with contempt
To disallow your humanity,
to strip you of your dignity
there are the others too who bear labels
Lord if we can label our enemies
We can make them less human
Easier to discard and disregard
More straightforward to reject and cast out
To silence and kill
Lord have we made you our enemy?
Andy Tiver
Prayer Lord when we have not recognized your image in the suffering of
others, disarm our prejudice and forgive us. Amen
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Sunday, 5 April

Simon of Cyrene
Helps Jesus Carry His Cross
And they compelled a passer-by, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in
from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross.
Mark 15:21 (ESV)

Simon shows up unexpectedly in the gospel story. We know very little
about him, other than that he is a stranger. What appears to be
humiliating and unjust at this moment of his being pressed into service is
actually the start of his conversion. Simon finds himself on the journey of
life with Jesus. In carrying the cross he has become a disciple.

Andy Tiver
Prayer Lord what an incredible mystery; a stranger is the only one to
come to help you, the only one to act as your neighbour. What a mystery
Lord that what comes as a burden to Simon ends up being the beginning of
his journey with you. Lord help us to welcome the unexpected; the
unexpected stranger and the unexpected challenge, and expect to
encounter you in the unexpected. Amen
7
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Monday, 6 April

Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem
A huge crowd of people followed, along with women weeping and carrying
on. At one point Jesus turned to the women and said, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, don’t cry for me. Cry for yourselves and for your children. The
time is coming when they’ll say, ‘Lucky the women who never conceived!
Lucky the wombs that never gave birth! Lucky the breasts that never gave
milk!’ Then they’ll start calling to the mountains, ‘Fall down on us!’ calling
to the hills, ‘Cover us up!’ If people do these things to a live, green tree,
can you imagine what they’ll do with deadwood?”
Luke 23:27-31 (MSG)

The women in the crowd show
deep concern and empathy
for the suffering Jesus. Have
these women found
the
capacity to empathize with
Jesus’ pain because of their
own suffering in a society
where women were often
powerless and mistreated?
Jesus
acknowledges
the
particular
vulnerability
of
women, especially in troubled
times. What Jesus foresaw is
a reality in today’s world;
women
and
girls
are
disproportionately affected by
war and conflict.

Andy Tiver
Prayer Lord we thank you for the “daughters of Jerusalem” who
responded to Jesus suffering; we pray for all those women and girls
throughout the world who experience violence and who are prevented
because of violence or discrimination from reaching their full potential.
Amen
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Tuesday, 7 April

Jesus is Crucified
They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means “the place
of the skull”). Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not
take it. And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see
what each would get.
Mark 15:22-24 (NIV)

The Gospel words “and they crucified him” make it sound so simple, so
matter of fact. Is it because in the first century, crucifixion has become so
common? There were times when hundreds of crosses would line the
approaches to a city or be placed along the main routes of the Roman
Empire. It was the Roman way of pacification, often a response to those
who rebelled against Roman rule, sometimes it was done without reason,
simply as a display of Roman power. It was all about displaying the power
of Rome over the bodies of conquered peoples. The body was lifted high for
all to see, it was intended that death would be painful and strung out over
days, and the bodies would be naked and exposed in total humiliation.
It is upon a Roman cross
that Jesus was crucified
“he humbled himself
and became obedient to
the point of death even death on a cross”.
(Philippians 2:8)

Andy Tiver
Prayer Lord, we can only begin to imagine the depths of your pain and
humiliation, that you the Son of God, would endure such powerlessness at
the hands of your brutal executioners in obedience to God and out of love
for humanity. Lord, how can we begin to plumb the depths of your love?
Amen
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Wednesday, 8 April

Jesus Promises His Kingdom
to the Good Thief
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him.
“Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence?
We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But
this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you,
today you will be with me in paradise.”
Luke 23:39-43 (NIV)

All around Jesus are the voices of ridicule and insult, he is surrounded by
people who hurl physical and verbal
abuse, but there is one voice that is
different. It is not the voice of a
religious leader, nor a returning and
repentant disciple, nor of the women
followers gathered at the foot of the
cross. No, this voice is the voice of a
criminal who is enduring the same
humiliation and suffering as Jesus. This
man confesses his own guilt, and then
turns with empathy to look upon the
suffering of Jesus, and even as
together they face death, he recognizes
that Jesus’ innocent suffering is
different. He turns to Jesus “remember
me” and Jesus turns to him with the
promise of life “today you will be with
me in paradise”.
Andy Tiver
Prayer Lord you are the way, the truth and life. It is through you that
every barrier is set aside and every bondage overcome, even the power of
death is defeated through your Cross and resurrection. Help us to approach
you like this repentant criminal, acknowledging our failures and finding our
hope in you. Amen
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Thursday, 9 April

Jesus on the Cross gives
His Mother to His Disciple
Jesus saw his mother and the disciple he loved standing near her. He said
to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then to the disciple, “Here is
your mother.” From that moment the disciple accepted her as his own
mother.
John 19:26-27 (MSG)
Jesus on the cross, close to death, turns his caring concern not upon
himself, but toward his mother and the beloved disciple.
Mary was the first disciple; she was the
first one to say ‘Yes’ to Jesus even
before he was born.
Here she is with the other women at
the foot of the cross at the very last.
Apart from the beloved disciple, the
rest of the twelve have abandoned
Jesus.
It is the women who have the courage
to risk being present to the very end.
Even in the midst of death and
abandonment Jesus is already building
the new community in the shadow of
the cross, “Woman, here is your son.”
Then to the disciple, “Here is your
mother.”
Paintings by James Jacques Tissot (French
painter and illustrator, 1836-1902)

Andy Tiver
Prayer Loving God we thank you for the faithful witness of the women
who followed Jesus to the very end, and we thank you that even in the
midst of death you continually show your love for us. Amen
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Friday, 10 April

Jesus Dies on the Cross
And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi,
lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?”). When some of those standing near heard this, they said,
“Listen, he’s calling Elijah.” Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine
vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him
alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said. With a loud cry,
Jesus breathed his last.
Mark 15:34-37 (NIV)

What strange words to us “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”
This is your heart language Lord
The language that connects to your deepest parts
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”
Guttural and earthy Aramaic “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”
This is the language of the village and the farm
The language of your people not the patois of the Greeks
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”
Holy words, Psalm words “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”
This is the way the common folk sing the psalms
The language that your mother sang to you
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”
Prayer words sung to God “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”
This Psalm song is now your song
The language of abandonment, yet a song of hope
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”
God, my God, why have you forsaken me? “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”
Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning?
O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer;
and by night, but find no rest.
Yet you are holy,
enthroned on the praises of Israel. (Psalm 22:1-3)

Andy Tiver
Prayer

With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. Amen
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Saturday, 11 April

Jesus is Laid in the Tomb
Having already purchased a linen shroud, Joseph [of Arimathea] took him
down, wrapped him in the shroud, placed him in a tomb that had been cut
into the rock, and rolled a large stone across the opening. Mary Magdalene
and Mary, mother of Joseph, watched the burial
Mark 15:46-47 (MSG)
“The world is hushed. If anything is to be said, it can barely be above a
whisper. Earth and air, water and the fires of the sky are reverent and still.
The body of the beloved of the Father, the maker and keeper of all things,
lies in the womb of Mother the Earth. The flesh of the Son of justice rests
at long last in stone. ”
“But though it is quiet,
nothing is sleeping. All
is awaiting the coming
of the fullness of
justice, of peace and
mercy,
and
the
fullness of the power
of God. The universe,
all creation, breathes
and hums as it holds
in its womb the body
of Jesus.” [1]
The hour has come for
the Son of Man to be glorified. I solemnly assure you, unless the grain of
wheat falls to the earth and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat. But if it
dies, it produces much fruit.(John 12:23b-24)
[1] Megan McKenna (2003) The New Stations of the Cross, Doubleday, New York.

Andy Tiver
Prayer Lord give us the spirit of discernment and the confidence of faith,
that where ever we see death victorious and your word silenced, we may
read the signs and anticipate the new things that you are about to do
among us. Amen
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Sunday, 12 April

Easter Day

The Story of the Resurrection
God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.
Acts 2:32 (NIV)

“This story of the resurrection is incomparably the strongest story in
the world. It created the Church…, to spread into every corner of our
world shouting that ‘Jesus is risen, and Jesus is Lord!’ This story
created the law, the art, the ethics, and the education that shaped
the Western world for a thousand years – and has yet to be replaced
by any other story in our world – this strong story is proving capable
today, as in the past, of so gripping the mind and soul of people like
you and me that their lives are transformed, and they can speak of
their experience as of nothing less than being ‘born again’. When
this story becomes your story life begins anew.”
(David Read writing in the Expository Times)
This morning I want us to reflect upon the above quote by David Read and
also a story about a British minister by the name of W.E. Sangster. One
day Sangster noticed some uneasiness in his throat and a dragging in his
leg. He was diagnosed with muscular dystrophy. He threw himself into his
work, figuring he could still write and have even more time to pray. His
body gradually lost mobility and yet he said, “I am only in the kindergarten
of suffering.” His legs became useless and his voice went completely.
On Easter morning, just a few weeks
before he died, he wrote in a letter
to his daughter, “It is terrible to
wake up on Easter morning and have
no voice to shout, ‘He is risen’. ‘But
it would be still more terrible to have
a voice and not want to shout’.”
Let us shout out this day, “He is
risen!” May this great truth continue
to transform our lives?
(ED: This article is reproduced from the 2009 Lent Reflections)

Ian Hickingbotham
Prayer…Lord, may this strong story so grip my mind and soul today
continuing your work of transformation within me. Amen
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